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Wall deposition is one of the most conventional problems in the
spray drying process. The operation of a spray dryer is affected by
the wall deposition fluxes inside the equipment. In this study, com-
putational fluid dynamic (CFD) simulation was used to investigate
the effect of spray dryer geometry on wall deposition. A CFD model
was developed for different geometries of spray dryer with a conical
(case A) or a parabolic (cases B and C) bottom. The results implied
that the parabolic geometry resulted in a lower deposition rate on
the spray dryer walls. A comparison of results using the P-values
(F-test) of the air velocity, in the conical and parabolic geometries,
showed that there was a significant difference in air stability
between them. The flow field in conical geometry case A was signifi-
cantly more unstable, and parabolic geometry case C produced the
most uniform airflow patterns. Moreover, the higher wall shear
stress in case C, with lower values of the vorticity, would result in
less wall deposition.

Keywords Air flow; Computational fluid dynamics (CFD); Cone
geometry; Parabolic geometry; Spray dryer; Vortex;
Vorticity; Wall deposition; Wall shear stress

INTRODUCTION

Spray drying is the transformation of feedstock from a
fluid state into a dried particle form, by spraying the feed
into a hot drying medium.!"! The feed can either be in sol-
ution, suspension, emulsion, or paste form. The properties
of the dried product depend on the physical and chemical
characteristics of the feed, as well as the dryer design and
operation. Normally, spray dryers are installed at the end
of the process, and it is an important step at which the
quality of the final powder is controlled. Particle sticking
on the wall surfaces occurs throughout the spray drying
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process. The deposition is observed on the walls inside the
drying chamber, the exhaust system, cyclones, and the
packing lines.”! However, the wall deposition is generally
attributed to powder around the cylindrical and conical
chamber walls.”} The deposition is not desirable, as oxi-
dized particles give a brownish hue to final products, which
lowers the quality and safety. Combustion of the organic
powder deposits may cause fires and explosions in spray
dryers. Wall deposition affects product yield, as it sticks
to the spray dryer and causes excessive plant downtime,
as the dryer must be stopped to allow removal.”* The degree
of wall deposition is affected by several factors, including
operating parameters such as airflow patterns (chamber
geometry and position of inlet—outlet port), primary con-
ditions (inlet temperature, air flow rate, flow rate of liquid
feed, and particle size), and wall properties (wall materi-
als).’) One of the primary factors that influences the quality
of the products produced by a spray dryer is the chamber
geometry. This directly influences the airflow pattern, and
consequently the behavior and flow pattern of particles
within the dryer.[! The significance of wall deposition and
its complex mechanisms have resulted in considerable
research, either experimental or theoretical. In parallel with
the experimental studies on the spray drying process,
computational fluid dynamics (CFD) simulation has also
been widely used to simulate and analyze fluid dynamic
behaviors in a spray dryer.”! This technique generally
involves predicting the internal flow field of a spray dryer
chamber, from which the injected droplets are tracked to
see how the spray dryer performs.

A two-dimensional axisymmetric transient model simu-
lation of droplet—droplet interactions, displacing the region
of heat and mass transfer from the central core toward the
periphery of the drying chamber, has been published by
Mezhericher et al.”®) Their study also noted that insulation
of the spray dryer can substantially affect temperature and
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humidity patterns, whereas its influence on the velocity
flow field is less marked.

Research by Johansson et al.” and Westerberg et al.l'”
describes the design of the first numerical approach toward
resolving the flow dynamics in the regeneration reactor,
together with the temperature and particle distribution.!'!’
The study by Johansson et al.l'"! carried out a CFD numeri-
cal simulation of the dynamics of a second-order spray roast-
ing process, and a two-way coupled Eulerian-Lagrangian
approach. The CFD simulation was used to investigate the
influence of a changed spray nozzle position on the flow
characteristics of the continuous and dispersed phase, and
the relationship between temperature and energy efficiency
and the regeneration process. The energy balances in the
process, with evaporation of droplets and heat loss through
walls, were described.

Simulation of the transient flow behavior in a pilot scale
spray dryer was presented by Langrish et al.'” They
reported the modeling showed significant differences across
the no swirl cases, where a central air jet was seen to wobble
with a large-scale eddying motion outside the dryer axis,
because of the strong precession of the central air jet at
moderate swirl to vortex breakdown, and with reverse flow
occurring on the axis of the dryer at high swirl.

Huang et al.'¥ carried out a CFD simulation of the
evaporation of droplets. In their study, three polynomial
functions for the falling rate period, based on the concept
of characteristic drying rate, were proposed and examined.

Jamaleddine and Ray!"* studied the drying of sludge in
a cyclone dryer using CFD. They added a user-defined
subroutine to extend the ANSYS FLUENT capabilities
to account for properties, and to simulate the constant
and falling rate drying periods.

Zhou et al."”! used a CFD simulation of a sudden expan-
sion, mimicking a spray dryer. In their study, the reported
low inlet velocity resulted in a more uniform deposition
pattern. The contrasting deposition behavior is attributed
to the combined effect of the integral time scale, relative
fluctuation, and near-wall shear stress.

Harvie et al." used a tall form spray dryer to evaluate the
applicability of current CFD models of this type of simula-
tion, and the characteristics of the flows that exist within
these complex devices. They found that the simulated
product moisture content was of the same magnitude, but
generally slightly lower than that found during experiments.
It was also found that the behavior of the dryer is largely
determined by the relationship between the initial momen-
tum of the injected particles and the gas flow field within
the dryer.

Sadripour et al.'® developed a CFD simulation of a spray
dryer based on mathematical modeling and experimental
trials in order to estimate and measure the wall deposition.
In the modeling part of their study, they attempted to deter-
mine the effect of the particle diameter on the percentage of

wall deposition and the position where it occurred. The
model results obtained for wall deposition were then com-
pared with collected experimental data, and good agreement
was observed.

The indirect techniques using fluid flow to remove parti-
cles are very interesting, because they mimic hydrodynamic
conditions that exist in the process of the removal of surface
deposits.l'”! The wall shear stress has an important role in
the removal of deposition, especially related to the determi-
nation of the parameters that allow an accurate prediction
of the process in the equipment.['”'® The wall shear stress
required to remove a particle from a solid substrate can
be estimated by different model systems, such as parallel
plate flow cell, where the flow runs parallel to the solid
surface!'”; impinging jets®®”; or radial flow cell.*’*? The
wall shear stress should be independent of the flow rate,
for a given particle and substance.!*'-*324

The first analytical and empirical models to compute the
wall shear stress for both laminar and turbulent ideal diver-
ging flows between two parallel discs were developed by
Moller.”*! Kota and Langrish®® estimated wall shear stress
for the conical section of the spray dryer at three locations
by various methods, depending on the geometry and flow
conditions.

The work of Zhou et all" studied a sudden pipe
expansion that mimicked a spray dryer. Varying the inlet
Reynolds number by changing the inlet air velocity resulted
in contrasting deposition patterns. They used a CFD vali-
dation model to elucidate this phenomenon. The contrasting
deposition behavior was attributed to the combination of
the effect of the integral time scale, relative fluctuation,
and near-wall shear stress.

Cylinder-on-cone or simple cylindrical chamber geome-
tries are currently the most popular spray dryer chamber
geometries. The aim of this study is to develop a CFD
model to predict the effect on wall deposition of three types
of spray dryer geometry and airflow pattern, and wall shear
stress. This article is concerned with the analysis and design
of supersonic gas flows in jet pumps.

CFD BACKGROUND THEORIES

Numerical simulations have been done using the three-
dimensional (3D) pressure-based solvers incorporated in
ANSYS FLUENT. Both heat and momentum equations
have been solved along with continuity equation (pressure
correction equation in SIMPLE algorithm) with the aid of
finite volume discretization. Regarding the high-speed flow
and turbulent nature of flowfield, the RNG k—¢ turbulent
flow model was used because it yielded adequate accuracy
at reasonable computer time, especially for swirling
flows.3! Tt has also been successfully used in previous mod-
eling and simulations of spray dryers.'>:162"l Theoretical
equations that have been proposed in this investigation


https://www.researchgate.net/publication/244603229_Simulation_of_a_Spray_Dryer_Fitted_with_a_Rotary_Disk_Atomizer_Using_a_Three-Dimensional_Computional_Fluid_Dynamic_Model?el=1_x_8&enrichId=rgreq-1b873b4e4c9884b994fbc77a01954044-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzI3MjQxMzQ0ODtBUzoyMTQ1OTY2NTM3MTk1NTNAMTQyODE3NTIzNzg1NA==
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/244603229_Simulation_of_a_Spray_Dryer_Fitted_with_a_Rotary_Disk_Atomizer_Using_a_Three-Dimensional_Computional_Fluid_Dynamic_Model?el=1_x_8&enrichId=rgreq-1b873b4e4c9884b994fbc77a01954044-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzI3MjQxMzQ0ODtBUzoyMTQ1OTY2NTM3MTk1NTNAMTQyODE3NTIzNzg1NA==
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/254334324_Experimental_Study_and_CFD_Modeling_of_Wall_Deposition_in_a_Spray_Dryer?el=1_x_8&enrichId=rgreq-1b873b4e4c9884b994fbc77a01954044-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzI3MjQxMzQ0ODtBUzoyMTQ1OTY2NTM3MTk1NTNAMTQyODE3NTIzNzg1NA==

Downloaded by [Samaneh Keshani] at 12:10 04 April 2015

CFD MODELING OF AIR FLOW 3

are based on continuity-momentum-energy balances.
These equations can be written in the following forms.

Continuity Equation
The general form of the mass conservation equation
which can be showed by

dp , Ipu;)
E—i_ 8)6,'

:Mm (1)

for incompressible flows, where p is the gas density, u; is the
gas velocity vector components, and M,, is the mass added
to the system and any user-defined sources.

Momentum Equation
Newton’s second law of motion is written by

dpu)) Opuw;)  oP 0 Ou;  Ou; "
ot + 8X, - ox; + ox; # Ox; + ox; Pt
+ pgi + Mp (2)

1o

where P is the pressure of the fluid, p is the viscosity, pu;u;
is the turbulent shear stress, g; is gravitational acceleration,
and M is any momentum source term.

The turbulent kinetic energy k and its dissipation rate ¢
for RNG k& — ¢ turbulence model are written by

Opk) , Olpku) _ 0.
8[ 8xi - 8xi

ok
{ak,uqff a—x/:| + Gk + Ge

- pé— Y + Sk
and
d(pe) | O(pew;) 0 Oe g
,Dt + 3x,~ - axl Ofg:ue}f axj + Clsk(Gk + C38Gs>

82
- C2spz + Ss (5)

The turbulence viscosity can be obtained from Eq. (7):

Hefp = H+ 1y (6)
k2
My = pcu? (7)

The model constants values are set as: C,=1.4,
Cp,=1.68, C,=0.0845, 0, =0, =1.39,2%1 and S, and S,
are user-defined source terms. The terms G, and G, are,
respectively, the predictions of the turbulence kinetic energy
due to the mean velocity gradients and the buoyancy.

The value of wall shear stress in turbulent boundary
layers is obtained from the from the following equations

VIV, =25In(Vy/v) + 545 (8)

Ty
v.— [ 9
) )

where y is the normal distance from the wall, V, is the
magnitude of the friction velocity, v is the kinematic
viscosity, V'is the velocity of the fluid, and t,, is the magni-
tude of the wall shear stress.

Energy Equation
The energy balance can be written as

a(pcpT) N

(9(pcpu,-T)_ 0 k@T T
3t 8)(1' o ax,»

E_puiTil +Mh (3)

where ¢, is the specific heat capacity, T is the temperature,
k is the thermal conductivity, is the work done by turbu-
lency, and M), is any source term.

CHAMBER DESIGN AND BOUNDARY CONDITIONS

A co-current spray dryer with a 24-vane centrifugal
atomizer was used for this study. The three-dimensional
geometry was constructed using ANSYS Design Modeler,
and hexahedral meshes were used to provide more stability
in the numerical solution. The hexahedral meshes are
shown in Fig. 1.

Case A Case B Case C

@)

()

FIG. 1. (a) Computational meshes from the front of the domain at
different geometries. (b) Place of origin coordinates.
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TABLE 1
Size of geometries tested
Type of Number of  Minimum Maximum
Case geometry  elements orthogonal aspect ratio
A Conical 1223675 7.41 x 10 5.49 x 10"
B Parabolic 1 1223675 6.90678 x 107" 5.49503 x 10

C  Parabolic2 1219525 5.14365x 10! 4.94026 x 10!

A summary of the boundary is presented in Table 1. At
the inlet, the velocity of drying air was 8.09 m/sec, without
and with spray. The temperature of the air at the inlet was
set at 413 K, with corresponding 80% relative humidity. The
air inlet mass flow rate can be computed to be 70.2kg/hr.
The outlet vacuum gauge pressure was measured exper-
imentally at room temperature by a U-tube manometer
without heating. The determined vacuum pressure was
taken as the basis for all simulations, and was assumed to
be a good approximation for all inlet conditions considered
(it is assumed that the inlet condition cannot change the
outlet pressure considerably). The outlet pressure was set
at —372.4 Pa. The value of the convective heat transfer coef-
ficient, 95 (Wm 2K '), was determined by trial and error in
order to match the inlet and outlet temperatures of the dryer
operation without spray. An experimental investigation
showed that a dry run at dryer unit inlet temperature of
140°C without atomizer rotation exhibited an outlet tem-
perature of 103°C with chamber walls 2 cm stainless steel.
The turbulence kinetic energy and dissipation rate gave an
estimate of the inlet air Reynolds number and the opening

TABLE 2

Boundary and initial conditions
Properties Value
Inlet:
Inlet air temperature (°C): 140
Velocity Inlet (%) 8.09
Mass flow rate (kg/h) 70.2
Turbulent kinetic energy (m°/s%) 0.265
Turbulent dissipation rate (mz/s3) 1.120
Turbulence intensity (%) 5
Turbulent diameter (cm) 2
Outlet:
Outlet vacuum gauge pressure (pa) -372.4
Outlet air temperature (°C) 103
Wall:
Convective heat transfer coeff. (W/ m?K) 95
Free stream temperature (°C) 27
Material Stainless steel
Thickness (cm) 0.2
Atomizer rotation (rad/s) 1888

size (FLUENT Manual 14.0). Case A has a cylinder-on-
cone chamber geometry, and cases B and C have parabolic
chamber geometries. The methods to obtain the boundary
and initial conditions are presented in Table 2. The 3D
CFD numerical simulations for the three spray dryer geo-
metries are shown in Fig. 1. In case A, the bottom of the
chamber has a 60° cone angle. In cases B and C, the bottom
of the chamber is parabolic with functions and the origin
coordinates as follows

Case B:
y = 0.03x? +0.295x — 59.865 (10)
Case C:
y = 0.0347x% + 0.0051x — 55.655 (11)
RESULTS

Time-Dependent Nature of the Flow

The general flow patterns were simulated at successive
time steps in the spray dryer. The typical instantaneous
velocity contours are displayed at different flow times in
Fig. 2 to indicate the time-dependent nature of the flow pat-
terns. The use of time-dependent simulation proved essen-
tial, due to the prediction of transient flow behavior that
had been experimentally tested. Comparison of the velocity
profiles shows that the simulated flow field is dependent on
the simulated time. The velocity is a function of time and
indicates the time-dependent nature of the flow patterns,
which is consistent with the findings of Langrish et al. and
Woo et al.'2?’! Considerable change in the velocity con-
tours shows the importance of time-dependent simulation
of flow behavior. The present observations are in agreement
with the theory put forward by Langrish et al.'?! Figure 3
represents the velocity—time graphs of the three cases at
multiple points. It was observed that the velocity is time-
dependent and variable. However, the velocities of cases
A and B have larger amplitude compared to case C. The
velocities of cases A, B, and C, show that the simulations
are successful in predicting the processing airflow patterns.
An unstable precession motion is exhibited in cases A and
B, while a stronger and more coherent precession motion
is observed in case C.

Effect of Spray Dryer Chamber Geometry, Airflow, and
Wall Shear Stress on Wall Deposition

Cylinder-on-cone or simple cylindrical chamber geo-
metrics are currently the most popular ones in spray dryers.
Several researchers have studied other possible chamber
formations than pure conical, such as lantern, hour-glass
geometries,'®2? and horizontal configurations.? It should
be noted that the cylinder geometry can impact drying
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FIG. 2. Velocity contour plots of the spray dryer at different times at transient condition: (a) case A, (b) case B, and (c) case C.

performance. Another possible parameter for the drying
chamber may be the parabolic configuration.

The drying process will be affected significantly by the
airflow patterns. Understanding the features of the airflow
inside a spray dryer is essential to the investigation of the
resulting complicated droplet trajectories and wall depo-
sition."?! The effect of flow patterns on wall deposition in a
spray dryer was studied by Southwell and colleagues.23*!
They observed an unstable time-dependent air flow. It was
characterized by random switching of flows in significant
portions between clockwise, anti-clockwise, and chaotic

turbulent flow regimes. Such an uncontrolled situation would
probably result in undesirable amounts of wall deposition.
The strongest low-frequency oscillations were predicted
by the CFD program used by Oakley and Bahu,*3! where
runs were in time-dependent mode. In their study, it is
shown that conditions with sufficient swirl in the inlet
air cause a vortex breakdown, a central recirculation zone,
and a processing vortex core. The successful prediction of
vortex breakdown is an important step in assessing the effect
of a processing vortex core on wall deposition, and of a
central recirculation zone on overheating and overdrying
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of particulate material, as small and medium-sized particles
tend to be entrained in recirculation zones.

Chen et al.®¥ suggested a combination of modified near-
wall airflow patterns, and inlet temperature distribution
could be used to significantly reduce wall deposition in
industrial-scale spray drying of milk in New Zealand.
Although they were unable to reach quantitative conclu-
sions about the effect of dryer operating parameters, such
changes are likely to be substantially less costly than mak-
ing major modifications to the design of an existing dryer.
The history of ideas and designs proposed for the reduction
of wall deposition has been reviewed by Masters,*”) who
concluded that CFD techniques offered assistance in find-
ing practical solutions.

In the present study, the air entered from the center of the
chamber and was directed straight downward. The flow pat-
tern shows a high-velocity core flow zone with a circulation
that is extended through the chamber. A two-sample F-test,
with a cut-off of p < 0.05 for inequality, was used to analyze
air flow stability inside the drying chamber. The average
velocity for the three drying cylinder geometries was mea-
sured at five varying levels: y =0.5, 0.3, 0.0 (reference level),
—0.3, and —0.5m, as shown later in Fig. 6. It is observed
from Table 3 that the P-values of the velocity of air for cases
A—-C and B-C are <0.05, which shows that the flow fields in
cases A and B are significantly more unstable than the flow
field in case C. It seems that cases A and B are not signifi-
cantly different. The stability of the flow patterns inside
spray dryers affects the wall deposition."?! It was observed
that C is more stable than cases A and B. Case C also pro-
duced a more uniform airflow pattern, as shown in Fig. 2.

Higher velocity increases the chance of wall deposition,
due to the higher collision velocity of droplets against the
wall. On the other hand, Xu et al.*® studied the velocity
pattern inside the chamber. They found that higher veloci-
ties yielded higher wall collision and higher erosion of the
internal wall; higher velocity also gives a larger relative fluc-
tuation, causing more particles to be dispersed to the wall
and, at the same time, the greater shear stress from the
higher inlet velocity, which results in the reduction of wall
deposition.!"” The average velocities for the conical and
parabolic geometrics of the three spray dryers are shown
in Table 4. The placements of the points on the walls are
shown in Fig. 4. It was observed that the flow field at points
in case C are greater than those in cases A and B.

TABLE 4
Average velocity of points for Cases A, B, and C
Point Point 1 Point2 Point3 Point4 Point 5
Case A 0.1709  0.1495 0.1271  0.2512  0.4442
Case B 0.2362 0.2611  0.2392 0.3286  0.6198
Case C  0.2942  0.3526  0.2959 0.3834  0.6419

Figure 4 shows that wall shear stress obtained in A
increases toward the bottom of the conical section. There-
fore, this suggests that in high-velocity conditions, the shear
stress might play an important role in particle removal. This
effect seems to outweigh the effect of particle dispersion. In
case C, the velocity of air near the junction of the vertical
and conical walls has the highest value, compared to cases
A and B. The higher velocity of airflow around the walls
decreases wall deposition of particles, due to larger shear
stress. The average wall shear stress in cases A, B, and C
is 0.0295, 0.0299, and 0.0348 Pa, respectively. The average
wall shear stress for cases A and B is almost the same,
due to their similar geometries.

The particle depositing at the wall can re-enter into the
flow, which makes the deposition phenomenon even more
complicated. Cleaver and Yates™” studied particle removal
on observed deposition rates. They showed that wall shear
stress is a controlling parameter on particle re-entrainment
and particle removal, due to turbulence bursts at the wall.
The deposition varies linearly with time because it is below
a critical value where removal can occur. If it is above
the critical value, the deposited particles can re-enter the
dryer 38!

An integral part of fluid dynamics is vorticity. Vorticity
and its study have been extremely important topics in
almost all fluid dynamics courses in the past century and,
as already noted, is considered to be a key ingredient of a
turbulent flow. Vorticity is a crucial property of the flow,
and problems associated with it relate mostly to its strength
and location. In fluid dynamics, a vortex is a region within a
fluid where the flow is mostly a rotating motion, around an
imaginary axis or a common straight or curved center. That
motion pattern is called a vertical flow. The swirling feature
in flow fields is commonly referred to as a vortex. By most
accounts,??#% a vortex is characterized by the swirling
motion of fluid around a central region.*!! In most spray

TABLE 3
P-values of F-test for Cases A and C
Level Y=0.5 Y=0.3 Y =0.0 Y=-0.3 Y=-0.5
P-value Case AC 6.27734e-06 2.23352e-15 8.72553e-07 4.1346e-09 9.75317e-13
P-value Case BC 0.004824096 5.89883e-13 3.26074¢-06 2.76751e-8 5.25205e-15
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FIG. 4. Schematic diagrams of the three different types of drying chamber geometries at various levels and points.

dryers, the air entering the inlet with a tangential velocity
component is a vortex. The rotation of the atomizer causes
the strong vortex to move closer to the walls, and for
particles to be deposited there.''2! The air vorticity in cases
A and B is higher than in case C, as presented in Table 5. In
addition, Fig. 5 shows that the air vortex in cases A and B is
closer to the walls compared to case C. According to the
results obtained from the CFD simulation, it is predicted
that the parabolic geometry of case C produces less wall
deposition. Hence, it could be used to reduce wall depo-
sition problems.

CFD Qualitative Trend Validation

In this study, the level of accuracy in the prediction of the
parameters is determined via CFD qualitative trend vali-
dation. A well-known fact in modeling of spray dryers is
that validation is very difficult. Wall shear stress is a deter-
mining factor in the removal of particle deposition during
the spray drying process. The ability to predict the wall
shear stress is one aspect in CFD simulations. The corre-
lation between the measured wall deposition flux rate inside
the spray dryer and the simulated wall shear stress has been
used as the key validation. The result of the CFD validation
for case A assumptions is shown in Figs. 6 and 7. The

TABLE 5
Area average of vortices for Cases A, B, and C

Level Y=05 Y=03 Y=00 Y=-03 Y=-05

Case A 10.105 7.2392 6.6274  5.7547 18.4532
Case B 10.4669 7.0028 6.1457  4.7593 14.6559
Case C  9.0713 6.5000 5.6826  3.9249  28.0904

CFD-predicted wall shear stress in the axial direction at
different plates (top, middle, and bottom) is detailed in
Fig. 6. It is suggested that the deposition flux rate will
decrease with increasing distance from the atomizer, due
to the increase in wall shear stress. Figure 7a demonstrates
the experimental deposition flux rate versus wall shear stress
at the different plates for skimmed milk, whey protein, full
cream milk, and lactose, obtained by Keshani et al [42:43]
Due to the rotary atomizer, the top plate exhibits a higher
deposition flux rate compared to the middle and bottom
plates, and relatively large and wet particles directly impinge
the walls as they traverse the initial downward hot air flow.
The wall shear stress is also lower than at the middle and
bottom plates. Wall deposition at the middle plate mainly
arises from left over particles moving downwards, which
did not collide with the top plate, or were recirculated par-
ticles from the conical region of the chamber.*3! At the mid-
dle plate, wall deposition flux decreases due to the high wall
shear stress. The wall shear stress is greater at the bottom
plate, while the deposition flux rate is low compared to
the top plate, but greater than at the middle plate. The
higher deposition rate conflicts with the Cleaver and
Yates®”! theory. This contradiction is attributed to the fact
that the bottom plate is located on the inclined conical wall,
and particles are affected by gravity settling. Therefore, it is
concluded that the effect of the higher shear stress at the
bottom plate is compensated by the effect of gravity settling.
In addition, Fig. 7b shows the wall deposition of full cream
milk at the three plates, where there is more deposition at
the bottom plate than at the middle plate.

However, the phenomenon is even more complicated.
Cleaver and Yates™? studied particle removal on observed
deposition rates and found that wall shear stress is a
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FIG. 5. Vectors velocity air flow patterns at transient condition at three cases: (a) case A, (b) case B, and (c) case C.

controlling parameter on particle re-entrainment. Figure 8
shows that deposition varies linearly with time, and
because it is below a critical value, the deposited particles
can re-enter the dryer. It was argued by Cleaver and
Yates®”! that by remaining, the deposition particle mass
per unit surface can be approximately computed. Figure 8
shows the relationship between M(¢,, 1)/ Moy(t;) and the
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FIG. 6. Predicted wall shear stress in the axial direction at different plate.

magnitude of the friction velocity |V7|. The re-entrainment
or removal rate occurs if V. is higher than the critical value
V... A skip of M(t,, 1)/ My(t,) can be observed at V.. The
model by Cleaver and Yates*”! indicates that the deposit
removal rate increases as the friction velocity or conse-
quently the wall shear stress increases.

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

In this article, modeling the effect of flow behavior on
wall deposition in different spray dryer geometries has been
proposed. The CFD model was developed for three geo-
metrical shapes with either a conical or a parabolic bottom.
The velocity values over time showed a time-dependent nat-
ure of the flow in the spray dryer. The analysis of variance
(ANOVA) test of velocity values in different spray dryer
geometries showed that the parabolic bottom design can
produce a more uniform airflow pattern, compared to the
conical bottom. The results also showed that velocity had
positive and negative effects on the deposition rate on the
spray dryer walls. However, the greater shear stress due to
the higher air velocity outweighed the effect of particle
collision, and caused a reduction in the deposition rate. In
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addition, higher values of vorticity in the conical bottom suggest that the parabolic design of the bottom part of
design boosted the deposition rate on the top and middle the spray dryer can enhance the drying performance by
parts of the spray dryer. The results of CFD simulation decreasing the deposition rate on the spray dryer walls.
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NOMENCLATURE

G production of turbulence kinetic energy due to the
mean velocity gradients

G, production of turbulence kinetic energy due to
buoyancy

M,, source term in continuity equation

My source term in momentum equation

M;, source term in energy equation

u; gas velocity vector (m/s)

gi gravity component (mz/ s)

S user defined source term

S, user defined source term

¢,  heat capacity (J/kg-K)

T temperature (k)

t time (s)

Greek Letters

p density (kg/m®)

u viscosity (kg/m.s)

k the turbulent kinetic energy (m?/s?)
& energy dissipation rate (m”/s’)

Y,  turbulent viscosity (kg/m.s)

V.  friction velocity (m/s)
1, wall shear stress (kg/ms?)
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